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as a rule narrative in subject. It has often been considered as a
miniature epic, or as an epic fragment. A theory, accepted with-
out challenge for several generations, claimed that all great
epics had been prepared by an abundant production of ballads,
that they were indeed but a compilation and co-ordination of
ballad episodes. If the ballad is usually epic in character, it may
also be dramatic in spirit and even in form. Several folk ballads,
and among the most impressive, Edward, Lord Randal} are in
dialogue. Goethe's famous Erlkonig, which sings in our mem-
ory with the tempestuous accompaniment of Schubert's music,
is a scene with three voices.

In modern usage, the term Ballad has become extremely
vague. Oscar Wilde's Ballad of Reading Gaol is reflective rather
than narrative j the word "ballad" however may be justified by
the tragic background, by the simple and strongly marked
rhythm, and by a certain affectation of folklike simplicity.

There is a point where our capacity for make-believe breaks
down 5 then romantic intensity calls for its corrective, romantic
irony. Even in the Middle Ages, the tragic ballad spontane-
ously generated its counterpart, the mock-heroic ballad. This is
a minor, but a fertile and delightful genre in English literature.
Its masterpiece is probably Barham's Ingoldsby Legends. But
The Ride of John Gilpn may be considered as a ballad-parody,
Browning's Pied Piper of Hcmelin as a humorous ballad j Tom
Hood, Praed, Thackeray, Edward Lear, Lewis Carroll, run the
gamut from half-earnest satire to irrepressible nonsense. After
the sternly patriotic nautical ballads of Tennyson, Newbolt and
Kipling, we find peculiar relish in Anthony Deane's rollicking
Ballad of the "Bfflicock"

The ode is defined by Sir Edmund Gosse as "a form of
stately and elaborate lyrical verse. As its name shows, the origi-
nal signification of an ode was a chant, a poem arranged to be
sung to an instrumental accompaniment." In this the ode re-
sembles the ballad; the chief difference is that the ballad is of
medieval origin, and seeks to retain a popular flavor; the ode